SALISBURY CITY ALMSHOUSE AND WELFARE CHARITIES

NOTES FOR GRANT SPONSORS ON THE COMPLETION

OF AN APPLICATION FOR A WELFARE GRANT

1.
General.  Welfare (Relief in Need) Grants can be made to poor residents of the Salisbury area, suffering temporary financial hardship, to help them overcome their present difficulties.  Grants are not given to provide a regular increment to their income and repetitive grants are discouraged.  Our Charity Commission Scheme does not permit grants to be made in cases where there is an entitlement to a statutory benefit or allowance, although it does allow these entitlements to be augmented in special circumstances.  It is important, therefore, that sponsors check that applicants are in full receipt of all their statutory entitlements and, where this is not the case, to indicate in Part 2 of the application form what action has been taken to correct any shortfall.  Please also note that it is not normal for the Trustees to make more than one grant to an applicant in any one year, and only in exceptional circumstances will grants be made for holidays taken in consecutive years.

2.
Part 1 - Application

a.
Please check this is complete and correct, in the presence of the applicant.  The applicant’s signature alongside the NI number will give the Charities permission to query benefits with DSS. 


b.
Grant requested/Applicants contribution.  Often applicants do not need a grant to cover the total cost and will be able to make some contribution themselves.


c.
An interest free Loan may often be appropriate when an applicant can make some, albeit small, regular weekly contribution but needs help quickly, eg, a heater for the winter or to replace unsafe/dangerous household equipment.


d.
Cheap can mean nasty.  We prefer to encourage “cost effective” purchases, eg, a secondhand/reconditioned washing machine with a guarantee.


e.
Electrical household goods, if not new, must be guaranteed/certified as safe by a qualified electrician.  Cookers must be installed by a qualified electrician.


f.
Buying secondhand/nearly new clothes can provide excellent value, particularly in the case of infrequently used, quickly outgrown school clothing, eg, a blazer.

3.
Part 2 - Sponsor’s Justification and Recommendation



a.
This is the most important part of any application, considered by the Trustees, as it identifies the needs of the applicants and how best to help them overcome their present difficulties.

b. The Justification should be comprehensive.   In particular it should include the reasons why the help/item required is, if not essential, at least much needed by the applicant or will significantly improve the quality of their life.

c.
The recommendation for a grant and/or loan should provide the best way of helping the applicants over a difficult period and enable them to cope better with their circumstances.


d.
Please ensure that details of applications to other charities are included.



Note. The demand on all Charities is ever increasing and making any grant, which exceeds an applicant’s minimum essential needs, can result in 
others in need receiving little or no help.

 

4.
Part 3 - Weekly Income and Expenditure/Savings and Outstanding Debts/Arrears


a.
Please check this is complete and correct in the presence of the applicant.


b.
Please check that the totals of weekly income and expenditure make sense and fully reflect the applicants’ financial circumstances realistically and sensibly.


c.
If applicants are apparently living well above their means please comment in your Justification and explain what is being done to correct this.


d.
If applicants are apparently living well within their income please explain in your Justification why they need a grant or an interest free repayable loan.

e. If the total debts/arrears arrangements for repayment are unreasonable please state whether advice on this matter has been obtained (from Wiltshire Council and the Citizens Advice Bureau Debt Counsellors.)
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